
The following poultry information and photos were gathered from hoovershatchery.com. 

 
 

 

 

Cornish Cross Broilers  
 
This is the bird that single-handedly changed American eating habits. Before Cornish Cross Broilers 
were developed, a chicken dinner was a rare treat reserved for special occasions. Pre-Cornish 
Cross era chickens grew slowly while eating plenty of feed. Their meat was tasty but sparse. The 
Cornish Cross made broiler production efficient, and today it’s often the most inexpensive meat 
the grocery store sells. Cornish Cross Broilers require special feeding and care but grow 
astonishingly fast. They weigh nearly six pounds when only six weeks old by efficiently converting 
feed into flesh. Cornish Cross Broilers are the best choice for a person who wants to quickly 
produce delicious meat and has no plan to save hens for egg production. 
 
Purpose: Meat Bird Production: Matures Between 6-8 Weeks Temperament: Docile, Sedentary 
Mature Weight: 6-8 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy 



 

 

Assorted Cochin Bantams  
 
Cochin bantams are friendly, docile chickens and tend to be submissive. The Cochins were 
introduced to the U.S. around 1850 from China. They require good-quality feed, make remarkably 
good pets, and make excellent brooders because of their calm, maternal nature. 
 
*Sold as straight run only. 
 
Purpose: Ornamental Production: 104 Small Brown Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, Friendly, 
Gentle Mature Weight: 2-3 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Often, Make Good 
Mothers Comb Type: Single Comb 



 

 

Assorted Old English Bantams  
 
The Old English Bantam originated in England and were raised for cock fighting. The sport was 
banned in 1849 and today the birds are raised for exhibition. The upright appearance and 
confidence in this breed sets it apart and makes it noticeable. Our Old English Bantam Assortment 
includes many different colors including the Crele, Blue, Barred, Red Pyle, B.B. Red and Silver 
Duck Wing. 
 
*Sold as straight run only. 
 
Purpose: Ornamental Production: 100 Small Brown Eggs/Year Temperament: Extremely Active, 
Flighty Mature Weight: 2-2.5 lbs. Hardiness: Are NOT Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Often Comb 
Type: Single Comb 



 

 

Silkie Bantam  
 
Silkies are named for their unique fluffy plumage, which feels like silk. They have several unusual 
qualities, such as black skin and bones, blue earlobes, and five toes on each foot (although not all 
of our silkies will hatch out with five toes). Calm and friendly and the most docile of poultry, they 
make an ideal pet. Hens are broody and make good mothers. Though they are fair layers 
themselves, they are commonly used to hatch eggs from other breeds. 
 
Silkies are only sold in assorted colors, and we do not guarantee any colors in assortments. 
 
Purpose: Ornamental Production: 100 Small Light Brown Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, 
Friendly, Easily Tamed, Great Pets Mature Weight: 2-3 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy 
Broodiness: Often, Good Mothers Comb Type: Rose Comb 



 

 

Broad Breasted White Turkey  
 
This turkey is one of the most common and largest breeds available in the U.S. The Broad Breasted 
White's size makes it a great addition to any table. The mature female weight at 20 weeks is 25 
pounds, and the males will mature at about 45 pounds. 
 
Purpose: Meat Production: Limited X-Large Cream Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, Strong Mature 
Weight: 25-45 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Rarely 



 

 

Broad Breasted Bronze Turkey  
 
Much like the Broad Breasted White, the Bronze is still as large and meaty as its counterpart. 
Because of its size, it is hard for this breed to reproduce. Its size makes it the perfect bird to raise 
on your own for holiday gatherings. The mature female weight at 20 weeks is 23 pounds, and the 
males will mature at about 33 pounds. 
 
Purpose: Meat Production: Limited Large Brown Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, Strong Mature 
Weight: 23-33 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Rarely 



 

 

Toulouse  
 
Developed in the 1850s the Toulouse was bred for exhibition purposes. This very calm breed is 
slower growing, not reaching full maturity until at least three years old. Their plumage comes in 
shades of grey. 
 
Purpose: Meat Production Rate: 20-40 X-Large White Eggs/Year Temperament: Calm, Pleasant 
Mature Weight: 18-25 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Good Mothers 



 

 

French Pearl Guineas  
 
The French Pearl Guinea is the most common variety of Guinea sold. They sport dark grey or black 
plumage with specks of white. These beautiful birds make the best watch dogs for your farm or 
yard. Despite their calm demeanor, these birds will raise a racket if anything foreign even thinks 
about entering your yard. These beautiful, lively, and alert birds are great allies to have if you 
don't have a dog to protect your flock or garden. Considered one of the best domestic foragers, 
they will get rid of any tick or grub in your yard. 
 
MINIMUM ORDER 20 - STRAIGHT RUN 
 
Purpose: Foraging, Protection Production: 135 Small Speckled Eggs/Year Temperament: Flighty, 
Active, Alert Mature Weight: 3-4 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Rarely 



 

 

Pekin  
 
The Pekin duck is the most popular breed for eating and they are the most common domestic 
duck. If managed carefully, they have excellent egg production too. The duck can be processed 
around 40 days old when it reaches around 7 lbs. The Pekin are calm, do not fly, and are not as 
motherly as other duck breeds. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 200 XX-Large White Eggs/Year Temperament: Calm, Active 
Mature Weight: 8-12 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Occasionally 



 

 

Cayuga  
 
The Cayuga duck is one of the most popular ducks for exhibition. They are calm and love foraging 
for many of the destructive insects in your yard and/or garden. The hens are good egg producers 
and lay a variety of shades of black, gray, and white eggs. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 180 Large Black/Gray/White Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, 
Calm Mature Weight: 7-8 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Occasionally 



 

 

Muscovy  
 
Muscovy ducks originated from the wild Muscovy found throughout Central and South America, 
making it a completely different species than all other domestic breeds. It is the heaviest breed of 
recognized duck breed, with males frequently being twice the size of females. Despite their large 
size, they are very capable fliers, particularly the lighter weight females. They are also prone to 
roosting and perching on objects like chickens. Perhaps their most unique feature is their 
caruncled face, like that of a turkey. Despite their exotic appearance, they make excellent utility 
birds. The breed has always been a prized meat bird and produces a large, well-muscled carcass in 
12-14-weeks. They are also excellent foragers, and the females make excellent natural mothers. 
 
Purpose: Meat Production: 150 Large White Eggs Eggs/Year Temperament: Calm, Active Mature 
Weight: 6-12 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Often 



 

 

Assorted Runner Ducks  
 
Runners are an amazingly unique breed with a strong slender body and an upward stance. They 
were originally bred for their mobility and high egg production. They tend to have a more nervous 
temperament. We offer four different colors of Runner ducks, black, chocolate, fawn, and white 
and blue. 
 
Purpose: Foraging/Ornamental Production: 180 Large White Tinted Blue/Green To Dark Green 
Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, Active Mature Weight: 4-5 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy 
Broodiness: Rarely 



 

 

Blue Swedish  
 
The Blue Swedish is very similar to the Pekin Duck with a slightly more upright stance. The Blue 
Swedish is a very hearty duck with a calm disposition. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 180 Large White Tinted Blue/Green Eggs/Year Temperament: 
Docile, Active Mature Weight: 7-8 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Occasionally 



 

 

Mallard  
 
The Mallards are excellent flyers but also have a calm disposition. It takes the males 
approximately 16 weeks to get their full coloring, and they start to fly at about 14 weeks of age. 
The males and females are somewhat similar in color as well. 
 
Purpose: Ornamental Production: 100 Large White Eggs/Year Temperament: Flighty Mature 
Weight: 2-3 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Often 



 

 

White Crested  
 

The White Crested was a very popular breed in the late 1600's, and was featured in many paintings 
by various artists. They are a wonderful, dual-purpose bird that also makes a great show bird. The 
breed tends to be nervous but lays a decent amount of eggs. APPROX. 100-130 EGGS/YEAR 



 

 

Americana  
 
Our Americana will give you an assortment of colored eggs from turquoise to olive, to light brown. 
The Americana breed comes from the Araucana and Ameraucana mix and has different color 
plumage variations. It is because of this genetic combination that our birds are not meant for 
exhibition. 
 
Purpose: Egg Layer Production: 240 Medium Colored Eggs/Year. Temperament: Docile, Friendly 
Mature Weight: 4-6 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Occasionally Comb Type: Pea 
Comb 



 

 

Appenzellar Spitzhauben  
 
The Appenzeller Spitzhauben originated in Switzerland. They are black and white speckled with a 
V-shaped comb. These birds are excellent climbers and love to roost in trees. They do not do well 
in smaller coops and are free-range birds. The hens will lay medium white eggs. Interestingly, 
Spitzhauben is German for pointed hoods. 
 
Purpose: Ornamental Production: 155 Medium White Eggs/Year Temperament: Active, Alert 
Mature Weight: 4-5 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Rarely Comb Type: V Comb 



 

 

Barred Rock  
 
Plymouth Rocks are as beautiful and productive as they are easy to care for. In 1620 a travel-
weary band of pilgrims set foot on Plymouth Rock. Years later an ideal backyard chicken breed 
was named in honor of this famous site. They link the flock owner with American history while 
yielding abundant eggs and tasty meat. In bygone days when nearly every farm had a chicken 
flock, the utility and beauty of these birds made them the breed of choice. Few birds are as 
stunningly real as a Plymouth Rock strolling across a summer lawn. With a New England heritage, 
they do not let winter blizzards interrupt laying. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 250 Large Brown Eggs/Year Temperament: Calm, Docile, Easy 
to Care For Mature Weight: 5-6 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Rarely Comb 
Type: Single Comb 



 

 

Blue Laced Gold Wyandotte  
 
These lacy girls are not all show with their elegantly patterned feathers. They are also great egg 
layers! Wyandottes are one of the most strikingly beautiful chickens to grace a backyard flock. 
Developed in New York, they are quiet, easy to manage, and are one of the most winter-hardy 
breeds. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 200 Medium Cream Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, Friendly 
Mature Weight: 6-7 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Often Comb Type: Rose Comb 



 

 

Blue Laced Red Wyandotte  
 
These lacy girls are not just all show with their elegantly patterned feathers, they are also great 
egg layers. Wyandottes are one of the most strikingly beautiful chickens to grace a backyard flock. 
Developed in New York, they are quiet, easy to manage, and one of the most winter-hardy of all 
breeds. Purpose: Dual-Purpose 
 
Production: 200 Medium Cream Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, Friendly Mature Weight: 6-7 lbs. 
Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Often Comb Type: Rose Comb 



 

 

Buff Laced Polish  
 
The Polish breed is named for the Polish army's feathered caps because they resembled their 
feathered crests. The chickens originated in Spain and then brought to Holland, where the Dutch 
perfected their coloring. They became a popular bird in France, then started appearing in the U.S. 
around the 1830s. They are a great breed, very docile, and even tempered. They are easily 
surprised due to their feathers limiting their eyesight, making them vulnerable to predators. 
 
Purpose: Ornamental Production: 100 Small White Eggs/Year Temperament: Gentle, Active Mature 
Weight: 4-5 lbs. Hardiness: Heat Hardy But Not Cold Hardy Broodiness: Rarely Comb Type: V comb 



 

 

Buff Orpington  
 
One of the best breeds for newcomers to chickens, and families with young children. Named for 
the English town where they were developed, Orpingtons come in several feather colors, but all 
are big quiet birds with fluffy feathers that keep them toasty warm during frigid weather. Buff 
Orpingtons are the most common color and lay about 200 brown eggs a year. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 220 Medium Brown Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, Calm, 
Gentle, Friendly Mature Weight: 6-7 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Often Comb 
Type: Single Comb 



 

 

Cinnamon Queen  
 

A beloved breed that takes the best qualities from its parents, a Rhode Island Red rooster, and a Silver 
Laced Wyandotte hen. The Cinnamon Queens are wonderful egg layers and can take the cold hardiness 
of winter, ensuring that you will have eggs all year long. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 250 Large Brown Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, Easy Going 
Mature Weight: 5-6 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Occasionally Comb Type: Rose or 
Single Comb 



 

 

Dark Brahma  
 
This perfect backyard chicken breed is named after India's Brahmaputra River. The breed probably 
came to the U.S. on 19th Century sailing ships, these Brahmas are enormous. Feathers cover their 
feet and shanks, keeping them warm in winter. Their docile, gentle, and quiet temperament 
makes them one of the best breeds around children. They sometimes go broody and are attentive 
mothers. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 200 Medium Brown Eggs/Year Temperament: Calm, Friendly, 
Docile Mature Weight: 7-8 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Somewhat Heat Hardy Broodiness: Occasionally 
Comb Type: Pea Comb 



 

 

Assorted Colored Egg Layer  
 
Our Assorted Colored Egg Layer Pack is a great assortment of different breeds that will fill your 
egg basket with a variety of color! "Eggscapes" are all the rage! Filling your egg carton with many 
different colors adds fun and interest when cooking. Only the best neighbors give these colored 
eggs away or use them as hostess gifts. We have a full lineup of brown, blue, dark brown, green, 
and olive eggers in this assortment, giving you plenty of "eggscape" options! You may receive any 
of the following breeds in this assortment: Americana, Olive Egger, Prairie Bluebell Egger™, 
Sapphire Olive Egger™, Starlight Green Egger™, Midnight Majesty Marans™, French Black Copper 
Marans, or Cuckoo Marans. 
 
Purpose: Colored Egg Layers Production: 200-290 Medium to X-Large Colored Eggs/Year 
Temperament: Docile, Active Foragers, Friendly Mature Weight: 4-7 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat 
Hardy Broodiness: Varies By Breed Comb Type: Varies By Breed 



 

 

French Black Copper Marans  
 
The Maran breed originates from a town called Marans, France. It is a very winter hardy breed 
with a docile temperament. They are more athletic and take to foraging and free ranging more 
often than other breeds. The French Copper Marans lay dark brown eggs. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 225 Medium Dark Brown Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, 
Friendly, Easy to Handle Mature Weight: 6-7 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: 
Often Comb Type: Single Comb 



 

 

Gold Laced Wyandotte  
 
Wyandottes are not all show with their elegantly patterned feathers. They are also great egg 
layers. Wyandottes are one of the most strikingly beautiful chickens to grace a backyard flock. 
Developed in New York, they are quiet, easy to manage, and are of the most winter hardy of 
all breeds. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 245 Medium Cream Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, Calm, 
Easy Going Mature Weight: 5-6 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Occasionally 
Comb Type: Rose Comb 



 

 

Golden Polish  
 
The Polish breed was named for the Polish army's feathered caps because it resembled their 
feathered crests. They originated in Spain and were brought to Holland where the Dutch 
perfected their coloring. They became popular in France, then started appearing in the U.S. 
around the 1830s. A great breed, very docile and even tempered. They are easily surprised 
due to their feathers limiting their eyesight, making them vulnerable to predators. 
 
Purpose: Ornamental Production: 100 Small White Eggs/Year Temperament: Gentle, Active 
Mature Weight: 4-5 lbs. Hardiness: Heat Hardy But Not Cold Hardy Broodiness: Rarely Comb 
Type: V Comb 



 

 

Salmon Faverolles  
 
People own Salmon Faverolles for their silliness and their steady egg production. These bearded 
beauties are great docile birds that are very friendly. The breed originated in France and became 
the premier meat and egg laying breed at the Paris market in the late 1800s. The salmon color is 
the most prominent in Europe and where they are available in the U.S. 
 
Purpose: Ornamental Production: 180 Medium Light Brown Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, 
Friendly, Calm, Quiet Mature Weight: 4-5 lbs. Hardiness: Cold Hardy But Not Heat Hardy 
Broodiness: Occasionally Comb Type: Single Comb 



 

 

Sapphire Gem™  
 
Our Sapphire Gem™ will amaze you with its grey to light grey plumage. This Czech breed is an 
excellent egg layer and a great forager. It does well in hot and cold climates and is a breed very 
close to the Old Andalusians. Please note that grey to light grey plumage is referred to as blue or 
lavender feathering in the chicken industry. 
 
Purpose: Egg Layer Production: 290 X-Large Brown Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, Easy to Care 
For Mature Weight: 6-7 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Occasionally Comb Type: 
Single Comb 



 

 

Silver Laced Wyandotte  
 
These lacy girls are not all show with their elegantly patterned feathers. They are also great 
egg layers. Wyandottes are one of the most strikingly beautiful chickens to grace a backyard 
flock. Developed in New York, they are quiet, easy to manage, and one of the most winter-
hardy of all breeds. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 245 Medium Cream Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, Calm, 
Easy Going Mature Weight: 5-6 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Occasionally 
Comb Type: Rose Comb 



 

 

Silver Polish  
 
The breed is named for the Polish army's feathered caps because it resembled their feathered 
crests. The chickens originated in Spain and then brought to Holland, where the Dutch 
perfected their coloring. They became a popular bird in France, then started appearing in the 
U.S. around the 1830s. They are a great breed, very docile. and even-tempered. They are 
easily surprised due to their feathers limiting their eyesight, making them vulnerable to 
predators. 
 
Purpose: Ornamental Production: 100 Small White Eggs/Year Temperament: Gentle, Active 
Mature Weight: 4-5 lbs. Hardiness: Heat Hardy But Not Cold Hardy Broodiness: Rarely Comb 
Type: V Comb 



 

 

Smokey Pearl ™  
 

Smokey Pearl™ tend to be very beautifully colored with some having what we describe as ghost 
barring. These friendly birds tend to be a calmer brown egg layers. They are very hardy, and great 
year round egg layers. If you are looking for unique birds that are still good layers, these would be 
a great addition to your flock. Purpose: Egg Layer Production: Approx. 280 Large Brown Eggs/Year 
Nature: Docile, Friendly, Calm Mature Weight: 4-6 Lbs. 



 

 

Speckled Sussex  
 
Speckled Sussex originated in England in AD 43, making them one of the oldest known breeds. 
The oldest and most common coloring is the speckled breed that has dark brown or mahogany-
colored feathers and some black and blue feathers with white ends making the speckles show 
throughout their plumage. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 240 Medium Cream Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, 
Friendly, Gentle Mature Weight: 7-8 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: 
Occasionally Comb Type: Single Comb 



 

 

Turkens  
 
The Turkens are not half chicken and half turkey, they are a unique chicken with a bare neck like 
the turkey and with very little feathering around the breast and wing areas. Despite their lack of 
feathers, they are very cold weather tolerant. They are friendly and easy to tame, plus they make 
for great conversation with curious neighbors. 
 
Purpose: Dual-Purpose Production: 265 Large Brown Eggs/Year Temperament: Docile, Friendly, 
Easily To Tame Mature Weight: 6-7 lbs. Hardiness: Heat and Cold Hardy Broodiness: Occasionally 
Comb Type: Single Comb 



 

 

White Crested Blue Polish  
 
Contrary to belief, this breed did not orginate in Poland. They were named after the Polish 
army’s feathered caps because it closely resembled their feathered crests. The chickens 
originated in Spain but were then brought to Holland, and eventually the Dutch perfected 
their coloring. They became a popular bird in France, then started appearing in the U.S. 
around the 1830s and 40s. They are a great breed and are docile and even-tempered. They 
are easily surprised and sometimes nervous due to their feathers limiting their eyesight. This 
makes them more vulnerable to predators. 
 
Blue coloring can result in black, blue, or splash feathering, blue is not a guaranteed color. 
 
Purpose: Ornamental Production: 100 Small White Eggs/Year Temperament: Gentle, Active 
Mature Weight: 4-5 lbs. Hardiness: Heat Hardy But Not Cold Hardy Broodiness: Rarely Comb 
Type: V Comb 



 

 

White Leghorn  
 
Years ago, a small amazingly productive chicken breed was imported from Italy through the 
port of Livorno. "Leghorn" became the Anglicized word for that port and the breed. 
Supermarket eggs are almost always laid by White Leghorns or hybrids developed from them. 
Hens lay about 325 eggs every year while eating less feed than most other breeds. 
 
Purpose: Egg Layer Production: 325 Large White Eggs/Year Temperament: Active, Alert, 
Athletic, Nervous Mature Weight: 4-5 lbs. Hardiness: Cold and Heat Hardy Broodiness: Rarely 
Comb Type: Single Comb 
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